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A questionnaire survey was conducted in late September 1996 to study the current practice in preventing blood-borne diseases during organ/tissue transplantation at local institutions. Twenty-five (83%) of 30 public transplantation institutions responded. Kidney and cornea/sclera transplantations were the most commonly practised procedures. Some institutions performed bone, skin, liver, heart and lung, and bone marrow transplantations. A variety of measures have been taken by most of the institutions to uphold safety during transplantation. Nevertheless, a lack of protocol standardisation and inadequate awareness to communicable diseases during transplantation are apparent. The establishment of local guidelines and the implementation of an effective monitoring mechanism might minimise the transmission risk of communicable diseases that are associated with transplantation.